








6 BIENNIAL REPOR'T

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION

Director, Dallas Rierson

This biennial report is prepared for the information of the Governor, the
Legislature, and the people of New Mexico. It is a report of the functions of
the State Department of Agriculture of the New Mexico College of Agriculture
and Mechanic Arts for the period of July 1, 1956, through june 30, 1958. The
report reflects the demand for services and regulatory activities which the ex-
panded agriculturar and industrial economy of New Mexico places on this
department. Changes in agricultural products, methods, and newly-developed
processing, marketing and distribution techniques have added to the complexity
of the work of the department. Those engaged in agriculture and related
industries realize that expanded population and mechanization of agriculture
and industry, which have made operating units fewer in number and larger in
size, are effecting a revolution in agricultural life in our state and nation.

The Board of Regents of the New Mexico College of Agriculture and
Mechanic Arts is the administrative branch of the state government responsible
for the administration of laws and regulations which daily affect the lives of
every citizen of New Mexico. These laws and regulations, which relate to
production, preparation, processing, sale and use of agricultural commodities
are designed to assist producers, processors, and consumers. The department has
maintained a close working relationship with other state agricultural agencies,
and this relationship extends to other state departments of agriculture as well
as the U. S. Department of Agriculture.

It is hoped that this resume of activities for the past two years will be of
assistance to those who have a sincere interest in this most important industry
in New Mexico.

DIVISION OF PLANT INDUSTRY
Chief of Division, Dallas Rierson
Inspector, Donald D. Lucht

The Division of Plant Industry administers several of the laws governing
primarily disease and insect control of various commodities and activities within
the state. Included in these Acts are the Nursery Inspection Act, the Bee Law,
the Cotton Gin Law (a bonding and licensing law), the Insect Pest and Plant
Disease Act, and cooperative work with the U. S. Department of Agriculture
in insect and plant disease control programs. (The insect survey and various
related subjects will be covered in more detail later in this report.) Many of
these activities are so related that they are best handled as one program for
economy and beneficial use of the state. Therefore, they are organized as one
division for administrative purposes.

Chart I gives a statistical outline of the work carried on in the various fields
during the past two years. As many states have quarantines against specific
insects and plant diseases, the State Department of Agriculture has the responsi-
bility of ascertaining, through surveys, whether certain insects and plant diseases
exist in New Mexico, and if they do not, to certify that these commodities
originated where the plant disease or insect is not known to exist. If insects
and plant diseases are known to exist in New Mexico, the Department has the
responsibility of supervising the treatment of products so that they may move
into the state specified. This function takes a great deal of time of the division,
but certainly it is a vital function in helping to market New Mexico’s agricultural
products. For example, each shipment of grain sorghums or broomcorn to
Arizona or California must have a “Certificate of Origin.” During the past
biennium, 3,560 such certificates were issued by this division for commodities
moving into these two states.
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COTTON GIN LAW

The Cotton Gin Law was revised during the 1957 session of the State
Legislature, Its primary requirements are that all gins must be licensed and
bonded to operate in the state. This law protects the producer by requiring that
he keep adequate records of the produce he brings to the ginner and that the
ginner shall assume certain liabilities after the cotton has been delivered to
him. It also specifies that each bale must be properly labeled as to name, num-
ber and address of the gin. A bond is required to assure that this is done or
can be drawn on by the producer if the ginner does not carry out the require-
ments of the Act. Fifty-nine gins were licensed and bonded in New Mexico in
the 1956-57 ginning season.

NEW MEXICO NURSERY ACT

The New Mexico Nursery Act provides for the annual inspection of nurs-
eries and nursery stock grown, sold, or offered for sale in the state. Tt provides
for the licensing of nurscries in the state and for licensing of nurseries in other
states desiring to sell nursery stock in New Mexico. The law covers agents or
representatives seclling, offering for sale, or soliciting orders for nursery stock in
the state. For the purpose of this Act, nursery stock .. shall include all field-
grown florist stock, fruit, shade or ornamental trees, shrubs, vines, cuttings,
grafts, scions, buds, fruit pits and other sceds of fruits and ornamental trees
or shrubs, herbacious plants, bulbs and roots and other products for propaga-
tion, except field vegetable and flower seeds, and shall include such ornamental
trecs, shrubs, plants, flowers, cuttings, bulbs or roots grown in greenhouses or
under glass.” The primary purpose of the Nursery Act is to prevent the
introduction and spread of plant diseases and insects by nursery stock and to
assure the consumer that he is buying “clean” nursery stock. In carrying out
this Act, the State Department of Agriculture made 1,187 nursery inspections
during the biennium, and 874 inspections of consignments shipped into the
state. Port-of-entry inspections of nursery stock were also made, and licenses
and permit certificates were issued.

NEW MEXICO BEE LAW

The New Mexico Bee Law was amended in the 1957 session of the State
Legislature. This Act is designed to control contagious diseases of bees and to
prevent the spread of disease in bees and the introduction of diseased bees
from other states. The amendment of 1957 gave the owner an opportunity to
clean up any disease found in his colonies. This legal change was brought about
by the many new drugs that have shown promise in curing certain bee discases.
If the owner of a diseased colony wishes to isolate it and take proper care in
seeing that it cannot infect other colonies of bees, he may try to cure this
disease with approved drugs. Prior to this change in the law, all diseased bees
had to be destroyed. Another change in the law did away with the tax stamp
that had been required of each retail container of honey sold in the state. At
present, the law requires a quarterly report to be made by all packagers of
honey for retail sale in the state and a Y4-cent per pound tax to be paid on
a quarterly basis. During the biennium, 11,447 colonies were inspected, and of
these, 551 diseased colonies were found. Fifteen colonies were destroyed.

INSECT PEST AND PLANT DISEASE ACT

This act gives the Board of Regents of the New Mexico College of Agri-
culture and Mechanic Arts the authority to promulgate quarantines, rules, and
regulations concerning shipment of products into the state or within the state
that may harbor insects or plant discases. Most of the work under the Insect
Pest and Plant Disease Act has been concerned with five principal quarantines.
Two of the quarantines affect the Khapra beetle—one relating to interstate
shipments and the other to intrastate shipments of commodities that might be
infested with the Khapra beetle. Another quarantine prevents the inroduction
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