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IlLENNIAL REP RT 

LPG METERS 

Number Under- Aver-
Meters Regis-. age 
Tested tered Error 

229 91 2.4·5% 

116 30 2.06 % 

Over- Aver-
Regis- age Range 
tered Error 

46 3.85% +9.68% 
to - 8.97% 

6 2.90 % +4% 
to --4.25% 

()II II,, · fi" Sl [('5 1. o f LPG meters 60 % were either rej ected or calibrated. The 
1" ll lIw "l " YI·:! '·. )n th e second inspection of some of the same m eters, only 31 % 
", ., .I, ." 1'. lIi i> l'al.io n or were rejected. The error range was lower by more than 
,,,,, · 1, .11 1' Oil lil, ' 5('conci tes t and the average error was somewhat lower . On the 
III I 1" 11. npp rox imnl ei y one-third of the m eters whi ch needed calibration were 
II", I, ' · ish·ring ; th e following year only one-sixth of the m eter s needin g calibra-
111111 IVI 1'( ' oVI' I'-rt' g istl'ring. Due to the nature of these devices there is a tendency 
III 1".' ''"11 ' ill ;I( 'C' ul'nt(' in the direction of under-registration when the me ter is 
" ~I·d 1o, ;, consid erable time or gallonage. This is created through wearing of the 
"" ':1.' ''' ill g (' h:llllb l' r. An y over-registration whi ch occurs in a previously properly 
I tlil" .,I I· <I IIII' ll ' " is clu e to either a major m echani cal defect or improper inter­
" " 'g ill' \ of ('otllpunl'nls. I t is unusual for a m eter to over-r egister of its own 
" , II, cI \, I tIOl I fi g tires for the secon d testing of all m eters in the state, which will 
'"11 1,, 111 lit" I 'lh 1-65 fiscal year, indicates that only 15 % to 20 % of the meters 
\ til 11 ''1''111 ' t ,tlii>l'al ion on the second test. The Weights and M easures Section is 
\, ' I 1"",,, 1,01 II,is IH'W program and has found ito be one of the most satisfying 
I"" '" ,II' II,,, , r ... · initiHlcd. 

I hil i "" 11 11 l,il' lIl1illl1' just passed , the Weights and Measures Section con-
0111,1,01 I" , .1, II III ' 1I111 'S li g;3 tion into the m ethods used by cotton ginners in the 
I II I" ,I. It ' 11111111" 1111 ' ilmount of cottonseed the farmers were producing. We 

1"," oj 1It'I I "' ,,"I,l l "I the gins were using various formulas to determine the 
'"'' ,,,1,01 "d 1,,, \\1", i> Ihl' farm ers were to be paid. Th ese formulas were found 

III I" 1"" 1"1"., 1, :"II"l'ally r esulting in a considerable loss of income to th e 
I" 1111' II I, I, I ' , w, tI" vOl l'i ation in seed percentage in various lots of cotton . 
II I II '" \ ,111111 ' I, .. I'" s which contribute to this variation and thi s variation 

III , III 01111, 11111 Itll.' from the same field. 

... " I M ":,sLlres Section also {es ted eXIstmg devices for weighing 
,tI", ",j ''''" "I' 1111 ''1' were found to be inadequate. The cotton gins in the 

I" , I" , II "tI,,, "lI'd Ihat they must have a n approved device for weighing 
,II"" "d I, II" 11I 'l; illllillg of the 1965 gin ning season. Some of these devices 

II" II" "" 1" "' 11 ills l;iIlt'd and approved. 

I I" \\" " ltl ,ltld M easures Section has devoted as much time and effort as 
1'" tloI , I" , 111 '11.111 /0\ packa ged commodities, which has come to be r ecognized 
tI" 1111 1,,,,, I I III ' loll illn :IS one of the most important functions of a weights and 
"" I III' 1"'IStlil' li lll . In 1962-63, errors r esulted in placing "Off Sale" approxi-
111 ,11, h ',".q r)!) p;tt'ka g,'s f various commod ities. These commodities were either 
, I"" I "' ig l'l IJI ' 111 1'1101 111 '1', or were improperly or deceptively labeled. A large num­
I,t ' " I 11" 'sl' r)'), I);,!) p:I(' kagt's were from a few commodities which we were able 
III I,,, " I, ill 1.11 '/0; 1' qltanliti es. The items were eith er r eturn ed to the packer for 
' " 1\, ".I ""K til w, ',',' (', '· mar ked on the spot and then r eleased for sale. In 1963-
I, I "~I I r,q II I' ,lpprllxilllnll'l y 94, 137 packages were foun d defici ent and placed 

()/I ... ,tI, . 11." ' 11 ' It" s IJ I'I' Il a marked improvem ent in the packages of manu-
1.1,11111 '1 . d"III""IIJl S ,ltld ('( 'ta ilers of products which were found deficient in 
II" " ,1', 1 ' I'll ,. WI' I L· III ~ ,It,d Mt 'asurcs Seetion is continually entering n ew areas of 
, ''''"IIIId ,1 i,'s, wlt ilo ' ,I I 1111 ' s,"ne time occasiona lly checking past offenders . There 
I 111111 It \, 1 III I" d"llt ill Ih e fi eld of package inspection and the W eights and 

I, 'lilt S'I 111"1 is ., II·,l cl ily in creas ing its efforts in this field. 
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FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. The N ew M exico Produce Marketing Act , 
which replaced the old Fruit and V egetable Standardiza tion Act, was passed in 
the last session of Legisla ture. The basis for this regu la tion was to provide better 
protection to agr icultural growers where commission m erchants or brokerage 
firm s were shipping produce from N ew M exico. It provides for better account­
ing of sales and increasing the bond to give more security to th e agricultural 
producer. With the increasing volume of produce now being grown in N ew 
Mexico, more inspection work is n ecessary in the fruit and vegetable field. The 
amount of inspection work has almost doubled over the previous biennium, as 
the chart below will indicate. 

FRUITS AND VEGETABLE SERVICE INSPECTIONS 

1962-63 1963-64 

Product Number of Type of Number of Carlot 
Certificates C ontainer Containers Equivalent 

Lettuce 581 Carton 492,212 785 
Cabbage 2 50# sacks or cartons 1,488 2 
Peanuts 1,62 1 Bulk 12,273,323 lbs. 

Onions 1,283 50# sacks 858,2 75 1,074 
Potatoes 126 JiJO# sacks 49,320 137 

The number of F edera l-Sta te Inspectors r equired to handle these products 
is almost three times the amount necessary in previous years . New areas of vege­
table produc tion arc showi ng promise in the state, and with this increase in pro­
duction more Federal-State inspection p ersonnel will be required for standard­
ization of New M exico products going to distant m arkets. 

For the fir st year lettu ce and cabbage were grown in quan tity in the Estancia 
V alley with excellent r esults. The quality and production were good and the 
indications arc tha t in the future this area will expand its agricultural out-put 
of vegetables by a considerable amount. 

The Fruit and Vegetable Service is coop era ting with the United States D e­
partment of Agriculture in the inspection for aflatoxin in the complete crop of 
V alencia p eanuts in the Portales area, with two new g rading sta tions added to the 
one tha t was previously operating in that area, 

EGG INSPECTION SERVICE. The Egg Inspection Service was created 
in 1951. The New M exico Egg Law was revised in 1953 and again in 1963. The 
purpose of the last r evision was to "modernize" the law to keep up with th e 
fast-moving ew M exico egg industry The two major changes in the law in 
1963 empowered the Board of R egents, New M exico Sta te University, to pro­
mulgate r easonable ru les and regulations deemed necessary to keep up with the 
industry and allowed the egg dealers and producers to pay their egg inspection 
fees either quarterly or by purchasing egg stamps. The n ew quarterly reporting 
sys tem is quite popular with the industry, as indicated by the fact that 70 % of 
the Egg Inspection Service fees are now being p aid on the quarterly r eporting 
basis. 

The purpose of the N ew Mexico Egg Law is to promote the New M exico 
egg industry and regula te standards, labeling and advertising of eggs. 

In the pas t two years there has been a tremendous change in the New M ex­
ico egg industry. The rapid increase in individual flo ck sizes and the reduction 
in the number of persons in the egg business h as probably been the most signifi­
c~ nt change. This fact is followed closely by modernization of handlin g m ethods; 


	NM 1962-64 Dept Agriculture Biennial Report page 10

